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Saffron Travel is a boutique travel agency providing a full range of tourism 
services to in-bound visitors and travellers to South East Asia.
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Awei Pila has just opened its door this month to welcome travellers to 
the remote tropical Mergui archipelago. The new 5-star resort has 24 
tent villas, an open-air restaurant and a world class spa. Following its 
back-to-nature concept, Awai Pila uses only electricity generated by 
solar panels and no single-use plastic will be imported to the island. 

Awei Pila – Chic, New Eco-Resort Opens In 
Mergui Archipelago 

02
New Route Between Cambodia and Thailand
Operated By Emirates 

Emirates is launching a new daily service to link Phnom Penh, (PNH) 
and Suvarnabhumi Airport, Bangkok, (BKK) starting on June 1st 2019 
to enhance the region’s network with more flight options. 

03
Vietnam Airlines And El Al Israel Airlines Launch 
Codeshare Partnership

Vietnam Airlines and El Al Israel Airlines (LY) launched a reciprocal 
codeshare partnership during a signing ceremony in Tel Aviv on 
November 12th last year. Vietnam Airlines is planning to launch two 
weekly flights between Tel Aviv and Hanoi starting September 2019.
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The first direct flight on the Can Tho – Da Nang air route operated by 
Vietnam Airlines took off on February 1st. There are 7 flights per week 
using an Airbus A321 aircraft with four-star service on board. The 
flights depart from Can Tho City at 07:15 and take off from Da Nang at 
18:30.

Can Tho - Da Nang Direct Air Route Opens

05
Vietnam Aviation Safety Standard Approved by 
US for Future Direct Flights

On February 14, the U.S Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
granted a Category 1 rating to Vietnam Aviation. With the rating, 
Vietnamese carriers are licensed to not only open direct flights to the 
U.S but also carry US carriers flights codes in case of codeshares 
agreement. Vietnam Airlines plans for more investments and launch 
four flights a week. 

Images: Internet
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Saigon Arts Tour

Balloon Safari Over Bagan

 

 

Enjoy a magical moment in a hot air balloon overlooking the stunning vista 
of Bagan. The balloons float along the “little dessert,” past thousands of 
stupas and ancient pagodas, and have become the iconic symbol of the area. 
The best time is early in the morning after a light breakfast. It lasts 
approximately 45 minutes with several dreamy photo opportunities and an 
unforgettable birds-eye view of Bagan. If you are putting Myanmar in your 
bucket list, this experience should definitely feature on that list as well.

Ballooning season in Bagan runs from the beginning of October to the 
middle of April and we recommend that you book in advance. Source: AFP Relaxnews/ lkunl/ Istock.com
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Source: beyondbarcelona

Source: Sophie’s art tour

The art scene across the region is extremely vibrant and varied. From 
traditional art forms to more contemporary styles there is a great deal to 
discover. Saffron Travel arranges art tours with experts, such as artists, 
collectors and gallery owners who are able to introduce the best examples 
of local art and enable the visitor to gain a deeper understanding and 
appreciation for the local art scene.

As much of the region undergoes rapid change, ‘heritage tours’ in many of the 
major cities are changing too. Saffron Travel provides highly illuminating 
tours with local experts who bring to life the heritage and history of South 
East Asia. These tours have received rave reviews from visitors and are a fun, 
engaging and informative way to get a different perspective of the rapidly 
changing city you are visiting. 
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Senmonorom, Cambodia

Muang La, Laos

Senmonorom is the capital of Mondulkiri Province and is home to 
spectacular rolling hills, serene rivers, tumbling waterfalls, and 
forested mountains. Described as a quiet town with a frontier feel 
with beautiful lakes, Sen Monoroom  is sometimes referred to as 
“Switzerland of Cambodia.” 
Guests can enjoy several nearby attractions or go on more 
adventurous activities such as hiking and visits to dramatic, local 
waterfalls.

Muang La is one of the most untouched and pristine regions in 
South East Asia. It is beautifully located along the charming Nam 
Pak River and can be accessed either from Vientiane or Luang 
Prabang. One of the many interesting excursions near Muang La is a 
visit to the Khamu ethnic village with its stunning surrounding 
mountain landscape. 

02 

Source: Adam Foster

Source: treelodgecambodia.com Source: thecommonwanderer.com
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Source: treelodgecambodia.com
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Hotel Of The Month: Anantara Angkor 

Restaurant Of The Month: 3 Nagas 
Restaurant Luang Prabang 

Anantara Angkor is an elegant, traditional Cambodian boutique 
hotel located in the lovely outskirts of Siem Reap. The hotel is just 15 
minutes from the UNESCO World Heritage site of Angkor Wat, only 
10 minutes from Siem Reap International Airport and a short troll to 
all the town’s main attractions. 

The all-suite verdant hotel inspired by Khmer culture displays an 
exquisite attention to detail with fine Khmer silks and teakwood 
floors throughout. All rooms are fully equipped with the latest 
facilities. 

Located in the centre of Luang Prabang, 3 Nagas Resturant has long 
been a favourite dining venue in town. It offers a great menu of 
authentic Lao dishes and a lively ambiance. The food is absolutely 
delicious, and the homemade ice cream is exquisite. 3 Nagas also 
provides a unique wine list curated by a French sommelier. 
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Pumpkin Custard - Num Sang Khya
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Num Sang Khya L’peou is a delicate dessert served on special 
occasions and  celebration  in  Cambodia.  This  sweet  treat  is  also  
said  to  reflect warm hearts of the people of this beautiful country.

Ingredients:
 
-  1 pumpkin (medium size)
-  6 egg yolks
-  2 cups coconut milk
-  1 cup palm sugar
-  1 tsp salt

Preparation: 

-  Cut the top off the pumpkin, and place the pumpkin in a steamer, or on 
    a rack in a large pot with a small amount of water just simmering, then  
    seal  the  pot  and  steam  the  pumpkin  for  an  hour  (you  need  the flesh 
   to be soft enough to spoon out of the pumpkin).
-  Spoon out flesh when pumpkin is ready.
-  Whisk the egg yolks with the palm sugar.
- Bring the coconut cream to a slow and gentle boil, remove from the 
    heat and stir, not whisk, into the egg mixture.
-  Pour into the pumpkin and bake in the oven for 25mins at 170°C.
-  Custard will set in the pumpkin.
-  Leave to cool.

Tips: 

-  To serve slice the pumpkin like you would cutting a cake.
-  Perfect with chocolate sauce or vanilla ice cream.

This dish is healthy, easily 
made and it represents 
another way of exploring 
Cambodia via dessert.
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